TITT A R TRHUNS
HICAGO TRIbUY
DO \’i werl €6 Fb

' w4075 "X W 4
Approved For Release 20841 1061 : QI{C{_-RDP88-013‘50RQOG;29975“OQ2(_I.-9_ Tine O boag o

e

ey _ 4% N C T T . B o . . o . RN s
. \ L ,,:«.uwzu
S 7"(‘ L 7, ; o . - Tl S B ; . . ’-'";"'5“‘ S : ! 2 (‘qﬂ(-j\qw_z i
ol e R i o2 BN e — 715 ) SR | S Se
0T O AN R AT (@ ik C;i RN D ,1,-//9/.;} e z il
AN .4’ é]/ '_.A:,'Qf‘ i/ni// AT, _ l’ % ! Ly o N (J AL @ Q Ve L ‘{/ &

o Waller Heller and Kermit Gordon, director of the Bureau
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. .- This is the fourth in a series of 12 arlicles cxeerpled from . ) L o

s raple o o - ne $ha ST AT vorty
“ehe Vantage Peint,” President Johnson's personal record of 0 the Budget, worked logether as the government’s poverty

' o ; hover

" his five years in fhe White House, In {his istallment the for- feam” in these early days. '1he3,; came fo the LBJ Rangh ve
mer chiel exceudive delails his frst campaigy in (he war on the Christmas weelk al the end of 1963. I spent many 1’" 5 nOUrs
R o T with thom, discussing, planning, and evolving the oullings of a
S SR . -poverty prograra. R o
SO RY LYNDBON B, JOENSON ... The problem of poverly in the 1960s was nol the same as
) ‘that of the hard times n lhe 1930s. During the Depression, we
+ had heen concerned maiuly with educated and trainad people
who had been temporarily dislocated hy the sickness of the

" poverty.

! The first full day of my Presidency was loaded with the
" urgencies of government in crisis. When I recall that day, I
think of people: People entering my office, pzople leaving my economy ‘
ice, peon! ting in my office, people wailing in my recep-  ~ A . T o . -

?iféhcijogfi?j)l: l;}cgiz':)}os%t;emioof péo]ple? They ingluded)formér -, The poverly of Ul’ff 15505, the parvadoxical poverty in the

. Presidents, cabinet cfficers, leaders of Congress and stafi 3‘mdst O‘f plenty, was of 3”0(‘161"’?1‘30\1_- The economy vas boo'm-
ing. Johs were plentiful, but the npemployed were incapable

of filling them. The most siguificary arpeels of this new pow-
erly, once the spotlight of atlenticn was thrown on it, were
the dismaying nature of its slubborn entrenchraont and the
total enlrapmdnt of its victims from one generation to the
next, : : ) e .

‘members, - Co - - o
Among the latter was Walter Heller, chairman of the Coun-
cil of Economic Advisers, who came to see me at 7:40 p. m. Ha2
wanted fo t2ll me aboul the research recently conducted on
. {he problem cf poverty. : '
© Heller teld me that early in November he had asked the
depariments and agencies of the federal government Tor ideas
that could be used in developing a program to alleviate pov-: :
erty. He said that he had discussed the subject with John A man was poor if he did not have enough mioney to live
Kennedy three days before his assassination. At that tme, op, but that was enly part of it. If he was poor, the conse-
. Heller told me, President Kennedy had approved bis going quences were thal he had little -educalion, thal he received
—y, -ahead with plans for 2 program but had given no guidance a8 inadequate madical care and substandard nuirition, that he
to the specilic. conient. _ o dived in crowded and unsanifary conditions. He had no real
© chance o train for a decent job,
o ST _ _— . Moreover, he had been poor all his life and was destived
Now Heller had come to ask me. an wgeot question: Did fo die poor. Iis children could look forward to e same hope-
I want the Council of Ficonomic Advisers to develop 2 program 135 cycle, from a deprived youth to.a blesk. and despaiving .
“fo attack poverty? L ) _ : old age. The poor man was trapped; no escape was pc;ssib]o; .
- Before me now was a call for action, a call for a revolu- hope was beyond his underslanding, To defeat poverly meant
tionary new pregram to atlack one of the most stubbornly breaking this cruel patlern. : . -
cenirenched social lls in America. Like most socfal change,  ¥or one thing, T was convinced that a stceessful program
such a revolution would not come without 2 struggle. My et would have to provide not only special services but, morc im-
ceptions of America persuaded me that three separate condi-  portant, the opportunities for people to Nit themselves out of
tions were required before social change could take root and  (he freadmill of poverty. e another, I wanted lo place heavy
flourish in our national life—a recognition of need, a willing-  emphasis on efforts to help children and youth, They offered

' . o B ,

Breaking of Peiterh Needed

- Three Condilicns Required

ness to act, and semeone to lead the cffort. In 1953 Lsaw those  the best hope of breaking the poverty eycle. .
ey 33 i r o1 jstori arm . ) . i : : - . el ° PR
three conditions coming together in }115.1.?110 harmony. . . . Gordon and Heller had been thinking in terins of a pilof
The poverly program Heller described was my kind of venture to be cavried out in a Hmited ntwnber of “demonstra-
undertaking. o - . iAlon project” cities. But T ucged thom to broaden their scope.
" “Pm interested,” I responded. “I'm sympothstic, Go ahead. I'was certain that we could net start gmall and hope to propel.

a program thra the Congress. It i to he Dbig and bold and hit

!Give it the highest priorily. Push ahead fuil tilt” : : :
¢ the whole nalion with real impact,

.. Work on the program continued thru December. I an- . ‘
nounced at a press conference that poverty legislation would G ry7e I PR .

g RN Y h vy ol Sy 30 T rr o

be “high on the agenda of pricrity” in our requasts to Congress ¢ 00 ﬁ'[_l lion Barmarked in-3 wdgel -«

In 1954, We continued our search for ways to reduce spending, . We managed to carmarlk 4500 million i the budvet b
mainly in defense bub in other departmonts as well, so th?t launcli the antipoverty deive, J‘(H'l_Ch of it c!éz*ived frvofn 'f);’&m?
honey could be used to launch the poverty prograim. A poverly Depaviment cconomics. In' addition the- budget conlained
bill that would increase the budget at the outsel would have , another $500 million for federal amnéy offorts :ﬁc’l ag Ln m(
1 PR et : b ral ag —such as man-
little chance of success. ) o . ¢ power tt]mlm;)g-—-x\ hich would also strile at poverty Ia one way

. . L “oor another. I instrucled Cord PR ) "

T.enerer s Qoo f s Pynricrrsg . . L Lordon to incorporate these fune

) hong Howrs Spenlon Program: : the poverly prograim so that we could 13'1111101‘1 the ;qn'lp;iji L
A d Gl « iy

z N L

We were moving into uncharted territory. Powerful forces @ §1 b“”‘?“' level. L
of onposit 1 would be stivred. Many p‘e‘oplc warned me not to The challange [ presented to my advisers was the develop-
gel canght in the snare of a program divected entirely toward ment of 4 new concept. 1 didn't want to paste together g lot of
helping the poor. ] . L ~. . existing approaches. T wanted original, inspiring -ideas.
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